
Welcome to the Roslyn High School Library!

HOURS    7:30 AM - 4:30 PM
If you have any questions about research, citations, 

databases, please come to the library. 
(You can make an appointment, or just stop in!)

For links to any Library presentation, 
visit the Library Website 



Ancient Civilizations
Research Guide



Overview

1. Proper Citation & Academic Integrity
2. Print Resources 
3. Digital Resources 
4. Website Credibility
5. Libguide (Pathfinder)



“Moo” (Cow #2, 2018).



1. Citations: Academic Integrity 

● You will use MLA style to format your citations. 
● MLA (short for Modern Language Association) asks you to 

create a “Works Cited” page at the end of your paper. It 
lists all of the sources you have used, including 

● Print, electronic, video & audio clips, images, interviews, 
etc.

Please! make sure you cite all sources. It is very easy for teachers to know 
if you copy/paste or retype text from a website, database, or book. 
Students who do not cite their sources are guilty of plagiarism and risk 
failing and further disciplinary action. 



Sources are listed alphabetically, by last 
name of author or (if no author is given) 
name of work



How do you create a citation in MLA?
You can type one out yourself by using this format:

Or you can use NoodleTools or EasyBib, which are citation generators that 
create the work cited for you (you still have to create your own in-text 
citations).

If you use the DATABASES, each article you select has a “Citation Tool” which 
will create a citation for you to copy/paste into NoodleTools or Easybib, or 
directly onto your paper. 



In-text Citations
In addition to listing your sources in a work cited page, you must also give the 
author and page number (or name of work if there is no author) at the end 
of your sentence. You must do this if it is a direct quote OR a paraphrase 
(restating of someone’s idea in your own words.)

Direct Quotations

Place the author's name either in parentheses or within the sentence. For example:

“Students often had difficulty using MLA style” (Jones 199).

According to Jones,  "Students often had difficulty using MLA style" (199).

Summary or Paraphrase

Indicate the source by the author and the page number(s) in the parentheses. For example:

According to Jones, MLA style is a difficult citation format for first-time learners 
(199).

MLA style is a difficult citation format for first-time learners (Jones 199).



NoodleTools & Purdue
The                        Link and 
instructions to log in can be 
found on the Library’s Web 
Page under the “How Do I cite 
Sources?” tab. 

An excellent website to help you 
create proper citations is 
Purdue OWL (short for Online 
Writing Lab). There are 
instructions, videos clips, and 
examples for every citation style 
(MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.)



2. Print 
Resources

There is a book cart which contains some of 
the library’s ancient civilization books. 

You may browse the book cart for books that 
pertain to your topic.

You may also use the Library Catalog (link is 
located on the Library’s main webpage). 
Search for your topic and make note of the 
CALL NUMBER to find the book on the shelf. 

Peloponnesian War





Using books for Research 
(Look for your Subtopic in the Table of Contents & the Index- then Read & Take 
Notes!)Topic: The Phoenicians / Subtopic: Mariners of the ancient world



3. Digital Resources

○ Ebooks
○ Library Subscription Databases
○ Websites



Where to Find the Subscription Databases
Ebooks 



Login to access the ebooks
username/password:

bulldogs/bulldogs





Library 
Subscription 
Databases

Peer Reviewed, Academic & 
Scholarly Sources, for free. 



There are 3 ways to access Databases
Through:
1. RHS Library - paid for by district - 

usernames and passwords provided by 
school

2. Bryant Library - paid for by Bryant 
Library - use your own library card 
number OR use the guest barcodes

3. NOVEL-NY - NY State funded- geolocation 
- no password needed



Where to Find the Subscription Databases



Roslyn HS 
Library 
Databases

ABC-CLIO

JSTOR

NoodleTools

Salem Online 
Press

(Each has a 
unique username 
and password. 
See the 
handouts.)

Scroll down



Login using the username and 
password provided on the 
sheet. 

Then select “World History: 
Ancient and Medieval Eras”



You can choose a time period, or search for your topic in the search box.









Use the database’s 
citation tool to create 
a citation. You can 
copy and paste the 
MLA style citation 
into NoodleTools, or 
copy it directly to 
your paper.



The Bryant Library offers over 100 databases and electronic 
resources. 
★ Use your Bryant Library card number for access. 
★ If you do not have your library card, you may use one of 

the guest logins located on the Libguide





Library Barcode Numbers
In order to access the Bryant Library Databases, you need a 
Library Card Number. 

You can use your own Bryant Library card (or a family 
member’s) number.

If you do not have one or did not bring it to school, you may 
use a “Guest Barcode” given to us by the Bryant Library.

21490000000001,  21490000000002, 21490000000003



NOVEL-NY 
databases are free to 
anyone who lives in 
New York. They are 
found on RHS 
Library’s website and 
Bryant Library’s 
website. 

Geolocation: 
Confirms 
your NY IP 
address- No 
need for a 
password or 
barcode







Use the left side to 
Narrow your search 

Narrow by:
Full text
Date
Document Type

● Academic Journals
● Magazines
● Books 
● Newspaper articles

You can search within 
the results to pinpoint 
your subtopic.



Once you click on an 
article, you have other 
options.

● Highlight & take 
notes

● Send to Google Drive 
or OneDrive

● Print or Email
● Search within the 

same publication for 
other articles



Is one search term enough?



ADVANCED SEARCH

What do you notice?



4. Website Credibility - Evaluating a Website 
Websites can be valuable sources of information.

They can also be inaccurate and biased.

How do you know if a website is credible?
There are a few ways to check for signs that a 
website is credible and reliable.



● URL (.gov, .edu, .org)
● Look for an Author and “About” 

page
● Date of webpage 
Make sure: 

○ You see citations and links to 
credible sources

○ You use more than one 
source on the same topic for 
a variety of viewpoints

● URL (.com, .org, .net, 
.info, .us, .uk.co)

● Slants, biases, 
opinions, persuasive 
writing

● Websites that want 
to sell you 
something

● Wikipedia is a 
questionable site

Evaluating a WEBSITE 
Look for these: Beware of these:



Watch out for Bloggers!

Beware of:

Wordpress
Blogger
Wix
Weebly
Squarespace
GoDaddy
Sitebuilder

Also, some news outlets let bloggers post 
on their sites: BuzzFeed Community 
Posts, Kinja blogs, Forbes blogs, WSJ 
blogs etc. Many of these posts do not go 
through the same editing process as their 
main website articles.

Often, 
bloggers 
do not 
write 
impartial 
articles.
Many 
bloggers 
share 
their 
opinions. 



Reasons not to use or cite Wikipedia 

● Authors unknown
● Vandalism
● Little diversity among 

contributors
● Volunteer editors’ 

numbers are declining
● Wikipedia tells its users 

not to trust Wikipedia 
Wikipedia says, “We do not 
expect you to trust us.”



5.Your Libguide: Book 
information, Subscription 
Databases links, passwords, 
Bryant guest barcodes & 
Citation Links

HANDOUTS

You will receive a paper copy of this Libguide. 

A digital copy, with live links, will be available on the Library 
webpage under the “Libguides” tab 



You will also receive NoodleTools instructions

Please see me in the library if you have any 
questions about using NoodleTools



Tip: Take a 
picture with your 
iPad so you 
always have the 
passwords!



Roslyn HS Library

MLA FORMAT 
GUIDE



A Copy of this PowerPoint will be available on the 
Library Website 

(Academic Center→ Library→ PowerPoint tab)


